
APPENDIX K: Species-at-Risk Screening Assessment
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Guelph District 
26th June, 2015 

Ash Baron 
Aquafor Beech Ltd. 
55 Regal Road, Unit 3 
Guelph, Ontario 
N1K 1B6 
baron.a@aquaforbeech.com

Dear Ms. Baron, 

Thank you for your inquiry regarding the presence of species at risk in the Elfrida Conservation Areas and 
subwatersheds, in the City of Hamilton, Ontario.

Digital mapping for some natural heritage features is available from Land Information Ontario (LIO). MNR 
recommends contacting LIO to obtain relevant feature mapping. Datasets of potential interest (and the 
corresponding LIO dataset) include – wetlands (‘Wetland’ dataset), ANSI (‘ANSI dataset), wooded areas 
(‘Wooded Areas’), wintering areas (‘Wintering Areas’), and fish spawning areas (‘Spawning Areas’). 

Notwithstanding the recommendation to obtain mapping from LIO, MNR Guelph District shows the twenty 
Mile Creek Meander C ANSI, close to the study site and multiple Provincially Significant Wetlands in and 
adjacent to the study area of interest to you.  

If you are interested in fisheries information for watercourses in the greater surrounding area to your study 
site, please contact Anne Yagi, Management Biologist at (905) 562-1196 to determine what information 
may be required.  

I can inform you that there are records of the following Species at Risk in the vicinity of highlighted study 
area and/or in watersheds linked to the study area: Spoon-leaved moss, Black Bullhead, Grass Pickerel 
and Bobolink.

Please note that because the province has not been surveyed comprehensively for the presence of 
species at risk (SAR), the absence in the NHIC database of an EO in a particular geographic area does 
not indicate the absence of the species in that area. Consequently, the presence of an EO is useful to flag 
the presence of the species in the area, but is not an appropriate tool to determine whether a species is 
absent, or whether it should be surveyed for or not in a particular area.

Consequently, we provide the following advice with respect to determining the presence of species at risk 
on a property for which a land-use change or on-the-ground activity is being proposed (note that some of 
the following may not apply to a given type of proposed activity, or for a given study area):



 
 

       This office does not provide access to direct services. 
To meet with our staff please be sure to call ahead and make an appointment. 

Visit us at our website: www.gov.on.ca 
 

 
I. Habitat Inventory 

The District recommends undertaking a comprehensive botanical inventory of the entire area that 
may be subject to direct and indirect impacts from the proposed activity. The vegetation communities and 
aquatic habitats in the study area should be classified as per the “Ecological Land Classification (ELC) for 
Southern Ontario” system, to either the “Ecosite” or “Vegetation Type” level. With respect to aquatic 
habitats in the study area, we recommend you collect data on the physical characteristics of the 
waterbodies and inventory the riparian zone vegetation, so that these habitats can be classified as per the 
Aquatic Ecosites described in the ELC manual. 
 
II. Potential SAR on the property  

A list of species at risk that have the potential to occur in the area can be produced by cross- 
referencing the ecosites described during the habitat inventory with the habitat descriptions of species at 
risk known to occur in the county or regional municipality within which the area is located. The list of 
species at risk known to occur in the Municipality of Hamilton is attached. The species-specific COSEWIC 
status reports (www.cosewic.gc.ca) are a good source of information on species at risk habitat needs and 
will be helpful in determining the suitability of the property’s ecosites for a given species.  

 
Please note that the Species at Risk in Ontario list (SARO) is a living document and is amended 

periodically as a result of species assessment and re-assessments conducted by the Committee on the 
Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO). The SARO list can be accessed on the webpage 
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Species/2ColumnSubPage/MNR_SAR_CSSR_SARO_LST_EN.ht
ml 

 
COSSARO also maintains a list of species to be assessed in the future. It is recommended to take 

COSSARO’s list of anticipated assessments into consideration, especially when the proposed start date of 
the activity is more than 6 months away, or the project will be undertaken over a period greater than 6 
months. The list can be viewed by going to 
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Species/2ColumnSubPage/244543.html and clicking on the link 
Priority List of Species to be Assessed and Classified by COSSARO.  

 
III. SAR surveys 

The District is of the opinion that each species at risk identified under Step II should be surveyed 
for, regardless of whether or not the species has been previously recorded in the area, or whether 
previous records are historical in nature. The survey report should describe how each species at risk was 
surveyed for, and provide a rationale for why, if any, certain species appearing on the county/ regional 
municipal list were not the subject of the survey. These rationales must be based on evidence 
demonstrating either that: suitable habitat for the species is not present on the property or; the project will 
not have any impacts -including indirect impacts- on the species. Some SAR surveys require an 
authorization under the Endangered Species Act 2007 and/or a Scientific Collector’s Permit; please 
contact me if you require further direction regarding these. 
 
 
Guelph District additionally recommends contacting the municipal planning approval authority and the 
conservation authority to determine if they have any additional information or records of interest for the 
study area.   
 
 
Please contact me if your investigations reveal the presence of species at risk on the subject property. I 
will be happy to provide further advice regarding the provisions of the Endangered Species Act at that 
time. 
 



 
 

       This office does not provide access to direct services. 
To meet with our staff please be sure to call ahead and make an appointment. 

Visit us at our website: www.gov.on.ca 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michelle Martin 
Management Biologist 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Guelph District 
4890 Victoria Avenue North  
Vineland Station, ON L0R 2E0 
michelle.martin@ontario.ca 
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